The Axbridge Highways and Byways Action Group Survey Results
1st March 2003

Introduction

After a meeting of the Town Council Highways committee with interested
members of the public it was agreed that a survey would be carried out which
would elicit public opinion on the following:

(i) Problems caused by traffic in Axbridge.

(i) The need for a review of traffic calming measures and traffic
management with the town. '

(iii) What traffic calming measures and traffic management systems
would be acceptable and which ones would be unacceptable.

Method

A questionnaire was prepared and a survey conducted in the Square at the
Farmers' Market held on Saturday 1st March 2003. The responses to the
questions are shown in Appendices A, B and C. Appendix D lists written
comments from members of the public. There was quite a reasonable response
with questionnaires being completed by 49 Axbridge residents and 11 non-
residents. More questionnaire forms were taken away and further responses
may yet be received.

Responses to Questionnaire

In some areas the questionnaire results gave very positive consensus but it can
be seen that most of the suggested traffic calming measures will have strong
supporters and equally strong opponents. Looking purely at the numbers of
'ticks in boxes' the following can be deduced:

Speeding. An overwhelming majority felt that speeding cars present a
problem in the town.

Parking, The survey only referred to parking on double yellow lines
and pavements; both of which are agreed to present
problems. However, these questions prompted several
comments about car parking generally and it would appear
that the residents and visitors would like to see changes in
car parking policy.

Bus Services. Good support for a review of bus stop facilities and range
of bus services available.

Review of Traffic Calming Measures. Again an overwhelming majority

in favour of this review; the only two votes against coming
from people who do not live in Axbridge !

AxbﬂdgemthaysAcﬁonGroupSurveyRasnlts 1st March 2003 Page 1 of 12



Zr Jo g afnd £00T YOJOW IST SHANSA fisa.umg dnolp VOOV sfinary Bl a6pg*V

dnoin) wonoy SAemyusTH agdpuqxy

urqurey Airegq
-suorutdo
pauLIOfuL ssordxs o0} way dqeud O} suis)sfs juoWAZeUBl:
ogen pue gur oyer; JUSISIpP Inoqe oqqud rexsusd

9y} 01 UOHEUIoJul oprmoid 0} [[eH UMOL 9 ur uopeuasard V ()
-gsouoreme pue uorurdo onqhd Jnoge ToNEtLIOJut
aoul 03[0 O} asreuuonsanb paypow © Sursn faams ISPINJ V {3]

:pOPUSTITIOOAT 3T SUOROE SuImorjo] Ay, ‘SIUIpISat
a3 Aq parer 1dde aq pnoMm Umo} Y} UM jusweSeuew oyen Jo [neyIoA0 Ue
et StIguod A[uo g [ryesn jsowt St KoAIns ST} TIOIJ PIJIIN[O0 TONBULIONUL 3YL

-soddns £jrrofetr pIAIdAI
UOIyM JINSEBIWT ISOTH uaAs ‘pasodord saImseIW ot} ynoge I8pIMoTy JO soef
® SI 21903 18T} readde pnom 1 ‘IASMOF] -umoj o} Ul JuouIageusur omen pue
Surupeo JOuyern) JO MIIAdI B 10y 1x0ddns yea13 os[e St QIoyJ, ‘UMO]} 9T} TT UIS0UOD
sosned Supjred reo pue SIed Surpeads e} JusmaaiSe SUTHIRUMISAC ST 213y,

-SUOREPUIWUI0DR] PUE BOISNOUED)

-po1saSSns spoyRow SUUITED e
a1} Jo awios JO suoneorduit 913 Jo uwonepaxdde SR £1oA aaey onqnd rerousd
2y} JO SIAqUIIT Aoew 187} SJUIWUIO0D ussjods woxy pajou Ose SeM 3] ‘suonsonb
03 osuodsax 97} JOPLHUCD SJUSUITIOD ST} SI0UE)SUL 9WOS Tl et} usas aq wed i
-q xrpuaddy ur poonpoxdar axe sasreuuonsonb Iy} WoL SJUSUITIOD USPLIM S,

-paysaIsyuy oq JYSTm Aoy JEU PRYEDIPUL
11 Joyuny & pue joofoxd ST} UY PAATOATE Suraq
ur peisemjul 3q pnom Koy yeyy Ppoyedrpul
SJUopISoI 98pLIgEY 9 IMOAe] UL fyuofew 9816 - sun3, paads
-noaey ux Ayirofewr 93re] sufis dn-1Y3rL
- oy Ut Kpofew [EWS "SuSts ydw QZ 210N
-moaey ur Aurofeux a8re] ‘syurod gould
-moaw; ur KAuofey °"Se0¥ymS JU3S 31qqoD
- jsurede, pue JoJ, paouEeq fooay  sdS sjqumyy
-mnoaej Ut fjuofely  ‘SWOHSHD poads
-mnoae} ut Lyrofew [EUS ‘sdwnyg pecyd

<surede fuofenx
SurmayMIaA0 -axenbg ySnoxy) Sugod sred Supjuaasid

-moaej ut AjrofeN ‘Supojruow ALDD
*STOEINOS JUIWIFLUBIL sgyey],/Surwred JSHFeLL pajsoding




Appendix A to

The Axbridge I-Iighwdys and Byways Action Group Survey Results

1st March 2003

Axbridge residents: 49 questionnaires

Question Strongly | Agree| Not |Disagree
agree sure

Speeding cars are a major problem in Axbridge 30 10 3 3
It is unsafe, especially for children, to walk

around Axbridge due to speeding cars 23 19 5 1
The present 20 mph speed limit is not observed 31 17 3

Parking on double yellow lines is a problem 20 13 9 6
Parking on the pavements is a problem 17 14 8 7
Facilities for bus stops are not adequate 13 17 13 5
The range of bus services for Axbridge needs
| o be improved 11 20 13 4
The narrow paths and pavements in parts of

Axbridge need to be widened 13 17 10 8
A review of traffic calming measures for

Axbridge would be a good idea 26 18 3

The type of traffic calming measures most

suitable for Axbridge would be:-

Closed circuit television (CCTV) monitoring 13 5 10 12
Preventing cars going through the Square 5 11 22
Road humps (sleeping policemen) 7 11 11 12
Speed cushions (cushion 'humps' in the road) 12 13 8 8
Rumble strips 8 8 13 15
Cobble stone surfaces 10 9 15 9
Pinch points, 'build-outs' or chicanes 13 15 7 10
More signage for 20 mph zone 12 8 12 12
Signs which ﬁght up to alert speeding drivers 19 13 3 8
Speed 'guns' to catch speeding drivers 17 14 8 7
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Appendix B to
The Axbridge Highways and Byways Action Group Survey Results
1st March 2003

Axbridge non-residents: 11 questionnaires

Question Strongly | Agree | Not |Disagree
agree sure

Speeding cars are a major problem in Axbridge 3 5 2

It is unsafe, especially for children, to walk

around Axbridge due to speeding cars 3 6 1
The present 20 mph speed limit is not observed 4 5

Parking on double yellow lines is a problem 4 4 1 1
Parking on the pavements is a problem 2 5 5 1
Facilities for bus stops are not adequate 1 4 4

The range of bus services for Axbridge needs

The narrow paths and pavements in parts of : . 4

Axbridge need to be widened 3 1 3 4
A review of traffic calming measures for

Axbridge would be a good idea 4 3 2
The type of traffic calming measures most

suitable for Axbridge would be:-

Closed circuit television (CCTV) monitoring 1 3

Preventing cars going through the Square 3 1
Road humps (sleeping policemen) 2 3 2
Speed cushions (cushion 'humps' in the road) 1 3 1 2
Rumble strips 3 1 3
Cobble stone surfaces 2 2 1 3
Pinch poaints, 'build-outs' or chicanes 3 3 3
More signage for 20 mph zone 1 3 4
Signs which light up to alert speeding drivers 4 2 1 2
Speed 'guns' to catch speeding drivers ’ 2 5 2 1
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Appendix C to

The Axbridge Highways and Byways Action Group Survey Results

1st March 2003

All responses: 60 questionnaires

Question Strongly | Agree | Not Disagree
agree sure
Speeding cars are a major problem in Axbridge 33 15 5 3
Itis unsafe, especially for children, to walk
around Axbridge due to speeding cars 26 25 6 1
The present 20 mph speed limit is not observed 35 22 3
Parking on double yellow lines is a problem 24 17 10 7
Parking on the pavements is a problem 19 19 13 8
Facilities for bus stops are not adequate 14 21 17 5
The range of bus services for Axbridge needs
i b 21 17 4
The narrow paths and pavements in parts of
Axbridge need to be widened 16 18 13 12
A review of traffic calming measures for
Axbridge would be a good idea 30 21 3 2
The type of traffic calming measures most
suitable for Axbridge would be:-
i 14 8 10 12
Preventing cars going through the Square 8 1 23
Road humps (sleeping policemen) 9 11 14 14
Speed cushions (cushion ‘humps' in the road) 13 16 9 10
Rumble strips 8 11 14 18
Cobble stone surfaces 12 11 16 12
Pinch points, 'build-outs' or chicanes 16 15 10 13
More signage for 20 mph zone 13 8 15 15
Signs which light up to alert speeding drivers 23 15 4 10
Speed 'guns’ to catch speeding drivers 19 19 10 | 8
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Appendix D to
The Axbridge Highways and Byways Action Group Survey Results
1st March 2003

Comments by Axbridge residents: 49 questionnaires

major problem. Parking at top of Starrs Close next to road junction is a major
hazard - there should be double yellow lines near the junction.

Make the car park free "me(a)dow street”
Parking in Starrs Close + Houlgate Way by non residents of those areas.

Walk my child to school every morning, Frequently feel unsafe and in danger
due to speeding cars. Pavement not wide enough.

Yes, but must be looked at by all concerned. - redo bus stop
- close down Square more often
- maybe redirect the traffic down
Meadow Street - not up High
Street
- Look at parking problem

Parking in places that are not Spaces around the Square is a problem + bad
parking by someone else caused me to badly scratch my car on a bollard
Speed is generally not a problem but a few people do drive dangerously fast,

In reality similar to Cheddar it's only in the evenings there is a problem,

The bypass needs to have a speed limit of 40 mph. A recent accident happened
on Wednesday by our house one of several that occur regularly.

40 mph on by pass + camera pointing down slip road > Townend.
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Free parking in Old Church Road car park would clear congestion due to
parked cars.

Preventing traffic (except buses) from using the Square as a through route
would, in my opinion, halve the amount of traffic entering the town - an
excellent prospect !

I am surprised that there is a 20 mph limit in Axbridge. The police will not
enforce it. 20 mph speed limits need to be self enforcing. The measures I

disagree with (gl except Speed cushions and pinch points) also cause nuisance
for residents. (I am a highway maintenance engineer by profession)

Make High Street from Square 1 way with speed humps.
More Traffic Wardens.

People who live in Axbridge & have no parking available with their homes & who
park in (inpjappropriate ways & cause problems of access for residents who do
have parking with their properties. ‘

Flashing speed signs in Shipham appear to work well.

What is the point of CCTV when there is no way of stopping a problem if it
appears. i.e. no police response to minor incidents.

A pinch point outside the Old Rectory in St Mary's Street is a must - it's almost
there anyway - and would provide a pavement,

Comments by Axbridge non-residents: 11 questionnaires

The Square is lovely & it's nice to be able to drive through it - but I think it
would probably be better to ban traffic and preserve the Square. Whatever is
done needs to be done with an €ye to preserving the charm & atmosphere whilst

Please don't deface Axbridge with bright road signs + road painting.

Where are the Traffic Police enforcing current speed limits ?
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